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Meetings: 

 

A meeting of the Planning Board will take place on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 beginning at 7:00 

p.m.  Agendas are included in your Council Packets. 

 

There will be a City Council Informational Meeting on Thursday, January 10, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 

in Council Chambers.  Agendas are included in your Council Packets. 

 

Other Items:  

 

I am happy to note that we are kicking off the New Year with a nice notification from the United 

Way offices that the City of Augusta (and Executive Assistant Loretta Lathe in particular) is 

being recognized with their first annual “Public Service Partner” award. As Courtney Yeager, 

United Way’s Director of Resource Development and Marketing says in an e-mail to me: 

 
At United Way, we are busy preparing for our Campaign Celebration on Jan. 31. 

This year, I am delighted to say that the City of Augusta has been selected 

to receive our first-ever Public Service Partner of the Year award, which has 

been designed to recognize a nonprofit or government organization that 

demonstrates exceptional leadership and commitment to our mission. Loretta, 

you consistently lead an impressive and enthusiastic campaign effort, which 

this year garnered a 19% increase in giving. Bill, under your leadership as 

well as the mayor's, the City is a very reliable partner on projects like Day 

of Caring, and we are grateful for all the ways in which you improve our 

community. For these reasons and more, the City of Augusta stands out for its 

philanthropic spirit. 

 

Loretta has taken efforts to engage our workforce in charitable giving to a new level   and I am 

delighted (as is Mayor Rollins) that United Way has chosen to recognize us in this fashion. 

 

I want to single out Civic Center Director Earl Kingsbury, Assistant Director Margaret Noel and 

the great staff of the ACC for their stellar performance hosting the gubernatorial inauguration 

and related Friday evening celebration. All reports are that the events went off splendidly and our 

facility and its staff were greatly appreciated by all who attended and participated. These were 

huge events complicated by complex security and logistical issues. Regardless of political 

persuasion or party affiliation, the inauguration made you proud to be a Mainer and optimistic 

for the future. One veteran official attendee of all the inaugurations going back to Governor John 

McKernan (1987) advised me that he felt it was the most impressive he’d ever attended. Thanks 

to all who worked so hard to make it such a success. 
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As you are likely aware, there has been quite a bit of community commentary regarding the 

proposed changes to our recycling program. After discussing it at length with senior staff, I will 

seek Council input Thursday evening on how best to offer expanded availability to the two 

locations where we will continue to accept recyclables (the DPW complex on North Street and 

Hatch Hill Landfill) once we remove the containers from the Police Station and City Hall on 

February 4th. We are recommending that access to DPW will be extended on Wednesdays from 

4:00 pm to 6:00 pm and that DPW will also be open on Saturdays from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 

(Hatch Hill is already open from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm on Saturdays). We will track the usage and 

costs associated with this and be prepared to have follow-up discussion about it during the spring 

budget process.     

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation   


